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Nature of the Apostolie 
Lore Fe»B(. 

We liave juat been trlanoirjg at 
SI, CbryBOatom'B buruiliea on tbe 
Corinthitn epistles, and therein 
we believe we find a clue to the 
origin ot tbe love feast. All Bi- 
ble readers know that there is no 
command of Christ that directly 
authorizes such an observance ae 
obligatory upon Christians, un- 
less tbe authority is predicated 
upon tbe last sapper ot the Lord, 
which was a paschal meal. 

St. Chrysostom seems to inti- 
mate that it was introduced into 
tbe church through the practice 
of having all things common, as 
did the mother church ot Jeru- 
salem, and the first congregations 
in many other parte of the world 
in the days of Apostolic Chris- 
tianity. Men could not be so 
thoroughly co a verted and would 
not so completely consecrate 
themselves that the practice of 
having all things in common 
proved to be an advantage to the 
people. Therefore the commun- 
ity ot goods was not long sus- 
tained in the Apostolic church at 
Jerusalem, and fell into obscur- 
ity as a general priuoiple and 
practice of the Christians. 

There is no doubt that the 
principle is a correct one in the 
estimation of God, and the com- 
munity ot goods in the mother 
church of Jerusalem, was typical 
of the relation that beings will 
sustain to property in the age of 
righteousness or Millennium, 
when the government of God 
shall prevail in the world, and 
all shall concede that all belongs 
to God and act consistently with 
auch acknowledgement. 

St. Chrysostom warrant* the 
inference that the love feast, eo 
to speak, waa a remnant of the 
system of having all things com- 
mon. After the practice fell in- 
to disuse, of having a commun- 
ity ot goods, the Lord's Day con- 
tinued to be partly devoted to a 
commemoration of that practice. 


The neb would carry of their 
abundance to tbe place ot public 
meeting— or rather private as it 
then waa to avoid prosecution by 
persecutors— -and a common 
meal was prepared out of such 
offerings, and the poor feasted 
themselves with the rich and 
were then allowed to carry the 
remnant of the offerings of those 
who had plenty, to their homes, 
on which they subsisted as far 
into the week as it would last 

Under the light of tbe renown- 
ed Church Father, the love feast 
has a new significance. It car- 
ries in itself a completeness that 
makes it stand out prominently 
as an institution of Apostolic 
origin, carrying with it a most 
important lesson against tbe sin 
of covet'insness which many pro- 
fessing church members are wont 
to practice toward their brethren. 

A further conclusion may be 
drawn from the scriptures with' 
out doing violence thereto, to 
the efiect that the "breaking of 
bread" and love feast were one 
and the same. Christ made him- 
self known to his disciples in the 
act of breaking bread on the 
first day of the week, or the day 
of his resurrection, and the occa- 
sion might be very appropriately 
called a love feast. 

The love feast held in the 
Primitive churches, were usually 
on the evening of the Lord's day, 
and no doubt were thue held to 
seem most appropriate ae a com- 
memorative institution of Christ's 
first repast with his disciples 
after he came from the dead. 

The famous letter to Pliny, 
written by sisters of the church 
very beautifully harmonizes with 
St. ChrysoBtom'a conception of 
the love feast. The sisters stated 
that they met in the morning to 
worship and then dismissed, and 
afterward again gathered togeth- 
er to eat a meal in common — 
for the time being to have a com- 
munity of goods. 

Having now enlarged upon 
tbe views of Chrysostom, tbe 
next pertinent inquiry is, what 
use can tbe information be made 
to serve in practical Christian 
life. It can be made to serve 
these uses s 

It shows that the love least 
bears the dignity of an independ- 
ent or distinct institution in the 
church, carrying with it a lesson 
of practical value in religious 
teaching ; in a typical sense, in 
showing that possessions are all 
the property ot God and that in 
hia kingdom one shall not be 
preferred above another, but all 
rewards and pleasure shall be 
shared by all, and in a practical 
sense in impressing the teaching 
against covetousness and that a 
community of goods is perfection 
in Christian attainment in mat- 
ters relating to property and its 
uses. 

It is most| difficult to decide 
whether the loaf and cup were 
received at the close of those 
primitive love feast celebrations. 
Not far in the Christian centur- 
ies, the communion was always 
associated with, or immediately 
followed after the love feast. 
There is no direct evidence out- 
side of the eleventh chapter of 
first Corinthians in the New 
Testament of auch a usage. 
There is strong evidence that the 
institution described by the 
Apostle waa intended to have 

been a love feast, but through 
the disorderly conduct of some 

and bad condition of others, it 

lost all of its character at a oom- 


inetitution. With this, whether 
it was the annual celebration of 
the Lord's Supporter the Pass- 
over solemnities or the Lord's 
day love feast, the communion 
waa united. Had the Apostle 
written a word more, it would 
answer a difficult question and 
forever put at rest a variety of 
theories about the love feast and 
the annual Easter observance 
much revered by the early be- 
lievers. 

On the other hand, however, 
no harm can come out of cele- 
brating the communion with the 
love feast, in the eharaeter tbe 
matter is seen under the light of 
SL Chrysostom. The two aeem 
to belong together, as they are 
thus found in tbe stream ot 
Christian, development before 
it became murky with Pagan 
customs and doctrines, constitut- 
ing the falling away foretold by 
St. Paul. Coupled with the or- 
dinance of washing the saints' 
feet, the whole makes a very 
edifying observance, and well 
calculated for occasional ob- 
servance through the year, to 
encourage the disciples to great- 
er consecration in the work ot 
tbe Lord. It Bhould not be for- 
gotten in this connection that St. 
Chrysostom as well as tbe primi- 
tive churches generally held an 
annual celebration of the Lord's 
Supper at Easter, of peculiar 
sacredueaa in commemoration of 
the scenes in the life of Christ in 
hia laet hours on earth. This was 
never called a love feast by them, 
andjwaa recognized as an observ- 
ance of deeper solemnity and 
stronger devotion. A careful re- 
cognition of this fact is import, 
ant to understand the manner in 
which they regarded the love 
feast. 

The primitive love feast was a 
common meal or breaking of 
bread, to which they attached a 
sacred significance as has already 
been shown. It was observed 
by the early disciples as Chris- 
tiana, and therefore necessarily 
kept in honor of Christ, although 
of Apostolic institution. 

Let all therefore remember 
when they seat themselves to 
partake of the love feast, that 
under the government of God in 
bia kingdom, there will be a 
community of goods, and all 
shall be the common possessors 
of the inheritance that God shall 
bestow upon those redeemed by 
the blood of the Lamb and 
robed in immortality in the re- 
birth when Christ shall sit 
upon bis throne and his little 
flock with him; and remem- 
ber that all we have hereon 
earth belongs to the Lord, and 
indirectly to his disciples al- 
ready, that the great sin of cov- 
etousnesa may not choke the 
young plants of righteousness 
springing up in the hearts of 
many, and prevent them from 
exercising that liberality which 
is made imperative by the Word 
of God, toward the poor, the 
needy and afflicted. 


ioiam and they are not ready to 
foster the interests ot the old har- 
lot church, even through schem- 
ing and corrupt politicians, J udas 
like, are willing to betray the 
people to gratify a last for power 
and authority. 


EDITORIAL NOTES. 

The praas reporte another one of tbe 
terrible Wnltecbapel murders, in Lon- 
don. The victims have all been aban- 
doned women, and the police have 
found no clue whatever as to the per- 
petrator. This victim swells tbe num- 
ber to ten or twelve. 


time for tbe possession of tbe kingdom 
takes place, those saints living will 1 
translated in a moment, a twinkling of 1 
tbe ere, and will then be in tbe real 
kingdom askings and priests; and tbe 
dead who are re-bora or reanitecUd 
will be with them, and all oonanmma- 
ted In the twinkling of an eve. God is 
all-powerful and his ways are psat find- 
ing oat. Great are the mysteries of 
godliness. 

I f you make your ch urch a social so- 
ciety, it falls short of the true mission 
of the church. If jon can not keep up 
any other way, then God will bleu you 
to let it die. Be delights in the death 
of unfaithful Institutions. 


It turns out now that the "Teach- 
ings of tbe apostles," about which so 
much "fuss" waa made is a literary 
fraud. An lngenlons scholar wrote it, 
lor amusement, we suppose. It taught 
trine immersion as tbe baptism that is 
most regular, but also authorised 
sprinkling, when the regular mode 
could not be administered. God bas 
one way, and one only. He takes no 
substitutes. If It la impossible to obey 
the mechanical operations of his word, 
he will accept the fact of the condition 
and a willingness to obey as sufficient. 
Substitutes he always hated. 


The Christian Standard contains 
these sensible remarks : 

"The claim of the Disciples is, not 
that they, as a whole, are a Church of 
Christ, among other churches of Christ, 
nor yet that they, as a whole, consti- 
tute Hie Church of Christ upon the 
earth, but that as congregations ll>ey art 
churches of Christ, and as a whole con- 
stitute a part of the Church of Christ. 
The angels do not often look down up- 
on a sadder scene than a debate be- 
tween two ministers, one affirming and 
the other denying, alternately, that 
"The Church of wllch I, — , am a 
member is the Church of Christ, 1 ' each 
thud puttiug his brother in the king- 
dom of the enemy. 

Snch brotherly love ought not to con- 
tinue. If both are Christians, they are 
members of the Church of Christ. 
Either the one iieople, or the other, 
constitutes (Ac Church of Christ to the 
►• win -ii >i i of tbe other." 

The claim of any church that it is 
God's only repository of truth is an Im- 
itation of the old inuthsr ot harlots, 
and Is strong evidence of daugbter- 
bood. 


One of the " pi easau tries" of relig- 
ion bas been invented by certain Uni- 
tarians. In observing; the Lord's Sup- 
per, the bread and wine are set upon a 
table, and then a memorial service is 
held, but no one touches the bread and 
cup. We suppose such a Lord's Sup- 
per is an i[eye]deal feast of love. 

The missionaries who go to Africa 
not only preacb the gospel to the na- 
tives, but they also teach them bow* to 
bake, wash, Iron and do household and 
kitchen work. Tbey are much in little 
to the ignorant natives, instructing 
them bow to make a home for the body 
as well as for tbe soul. 


The United Brethren Church will is- 
sue a Quarterly Itcviae, commencing 
next year. The cream of the church 
literature will be gathered into it, and 
thus be put in a convenient shape for 
preservation. 


' A Storm ot Indignation. 

The men who are at present 
in authority in the Government 
of Great Britain made advance- 
ments to the Catholics and pro- 
posed to set apart government 
aid for a Catholic University in 
Ireland. When this proposed 
action of the Government was 
known over the land a general 
protest and storm of Indignation 
arose against snch a course. The 


Another one of the terrible calami- 
ties of nature so common this year, vis- 
ited the Atlantic coast last week, and 
thousands of dollars worth of property 
and many lives were lost. 


Indiana Take Notice. 
To those who contemplate at- 
tending the State Convention at 
Elkhart, Sept. 25, 26, and 27th. II 
have secured, rates on all roads in 
the State. Now read carefully 
the following. 

First — Each person desiring , 
the excursion rate must purchase 
a first-claas ticket either "limited 
or unlimited" to the place of I 
meeting, for which he will pay 
the regular fare, and upon re- 
quest, the ticket agent will issue a I 
printed certificate of purchase of 
the standard form. 

Second — If through tickets j 
cannot be procured at starting] 
point, parties will purchase to 
the moat convenient point where j 
snch tickets can be obtained, and] 
repurchase through to place of j 
meeting, requesting a certificate J 
from agent at point where pur- 
chase is made. 

Third— Tickets for the return I 
journey will be sold, by the tic- 
ket agent at place of meeting, at | 
one-third the highest limited fare, 
only to those'holding certificates 
signed by ticket agent at starting 
point, and countersigned sign a- 1 
ture of secretary or clerk of the] 
convention. 

Fourth — It is very important I 
that a certificate be procured or] 
you cannot return at one-tbirdl 
rate but will have to pay fall ferei 
Fifth — No stop over privileges! 
being allowed. Certificates will! 
not be honored unless presented I 
within three days after the ad- 
journment ot the meeting. 

Sixth — Ton should be partic- 
ular to notify every person, W 
i stern will inform their congrega 
tion as to rates ot fare. 
Seventh — Blank circulars giving 
instructions to Delegates as pet 1 
form No. 14 will be furnished ; 
npon application to me at $1.5(1 
per hundred. Paators having 
these circulars to distribute to 
their classes will save lots 
trouble and secure many wfcc 
would go who will not other wise^ 
J. H. Palmer. 
Clay Pool, Ind. 


Washing the Saint's Feet is an ordi- 
nance of perpetual obligation In the 
oh urch, because Christ gave it by ex- 
ample and precept. By exam pie be- 
cause be washed hia dlsclplea' feet, tbe 
representatives of his ecoiesta, and 
said, "do as I have done to you ;" and 
by precept because be commanded, be- 
cause "I have washed your feet, ye 
ought also wash one another's feet. 

It is not to be wondered at that the 
innocent stand aghast and say, we do 
not know what to do, as yon Chris- 
tians have so many different beliefs. 
Great theologians differ greatly, and 
claiming to be Chrlstianly will hold no 
kind of fellowship with others who 
make tbe same claim. What a relief 
there will be when the time comes 
when all shell know tbe Lord from the 
least to tbe greatest, and those who 
wish to do right and believe correctly 
will no longer be troubled with false 
doctrine. 


people of England .have not for* 
munity of goods and a religious I gotten the tyranny of Cathol- 


The church sustains a very intimate 
relation to the kingdom of God, and 
much error Is conceived by not mark- 
ing tbe proper difference- Many scrip. 
tuns speak of the kingdom of God, 
and interpreters apply it to the church 
and this makes the confusion greater. 
The relation between the church and 
kingdom is so intimate that when the 


Notes. 

The Chinese Evangelist 
ports 123 Chinese schools and 
misaious in this country. Tbiaj 
does not include those on the Pa 
oific coast. In New York 
Brooklyn there are thirty-five! 
schools with an average attend-1 
ance of 700. 

Prof. Tholuck affirms 
more Jews have been conver 
to Christ during the present i 
tury than during the whole ol 
the Christian era previous. The 
estimate is that within the cenl 
tury 100,000 Jewish souls havj 
been trought to Christ. 

The Southern Baptist Foreigrj 
Mission Board laat year receive^ 
$99,029.75, and expended $101 
818.41. Tbe balance on 
last year is reduced to $8144 
Eighteen missionaries were at. 
pointed. The Board calls 
$150,000 for the next y< 
work. 
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